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	For my Memory Work Archive, I have assembled a collection of documents and photographs that focus on nontraditional kinship networks, disability, and the formation of the “band of misfits” that is my family. My work has two distinct paths. The first is my relationship with my dad and sisters, and how over the years we have, time and again, chosen each other as family. The second is my experience with disability. 
The two paths felt as if they existed on diverging planes as I worked, and it wasn’t until I had everything in front of me that I understood the intersection. It is in my dad’s glee when he refers to us as misfits, seeing the amazing, beautiful women my sisters have become despite hardship, trauma, and abandonment, and having my body broken and screwed back together. It is the acceptance and love of that which is fractured, seemingly incomplete to the outside eye. 
	In “Imaginary Homelands,” Salman Rushdie describes memory as “The broken pots of antiquity, from which the past can sometimes, but always provisionally, be reconstructed” (p. 12). This archive is my collection of broken pots. The bits and pieces I’ve unearthed, dusted off, and put on display. 
Memory work is significant in that it is the stories we want to tell, the parts of our lives we have deemed important. It captures more than an event or point in time. Memory work illuminates the cycle of erosion and formation in our lives. 
	I chose to interview my dad to expand my memory work and explore the foundation of my family’s nontraditional kinship network. I knew immediately that my dad would be the epitome of what I wanted in my interviewee. He is a dedicated genealogist and a natural storyteller. Because he is my dad, I have learned the world through stories. 
	In the article “Kinship Practices Among Alternative Family Forms in Western Industrialized Societies,” the authors discuss three categories of alternative families: Families Variations in Reproduction, Families Created by Variations in Marriage and its absence, and Families Created by Choice. My family sits somewhere in the space between Families Created by Choice and Families Created by Variations of Marriage and its absence. According to Furstenberg et al. (2020), “When a biological father is uninvolved, a stepfather is more likely to fill that role and claim the stepchild as kin” (p. 1409). This was the case with my dad and his role with me and my older sister. 
The first threads of my kinship network were sewn the night my mom and dad came to remove us from the custody of my biological father. I asked my dad about this night in our interview. His telling of the events felt wildly understated compared to the memory my two-year old brain recorded and I replayed over the years. I remember the flashing lights of police cars and being ripped out of the arms of my biological grandmother and drawn into the arms of a man I barely knew, but immediately trusted. 
In my dad’s memory, he didn’t have to get overly involved and was there more as support for my mother. Maybe my brain filled in these pieces. Maybe I remember him as a protector that night because he has protected me countless times since. I think of that night as the big bang that created my life, everything stems from it. Had anything gone differently I might not have the dad I have. the sisters I have. The daughter I have.  
To conclude my interview, I asked my dad for a favorite memory of each of us - his daughters. I was struck by what he said about my older sister, “I'm most proud when Mercy acknowledges me as her father. And she's the first one of all of you kids to call me 'dad.' So, she got that prize. And I've embraced that” (p. 15). 
In my archive I’ve included a piece of my writing in which I discuss my experience being diagnosed with bilateral hip-dysplasia and losing my ability as a ballet dancer. I was torn whether I should include this piece. While it is inherently connected to my exploration of nontraditional kinship bonds through its significance to me, I was unsure if I could make those connections less abstract. Ultimately, I decided to incorporate the piece. 
Cultural memory and memory work incorporates a broad range of work. According to Erll et al. (2008):
[cultural memory] as a provisional definition ‘the interplay of present and past in socio-cultural contexts.’ Such an understanding of the term allows for an inclusion of a broad spectrum of phenomena as possible objects of cultural memory studies ranging from individual acts of remembering in a social context to group memory (of family, friends, veterans, etc.) to national memory with its ‘invented traditions’” (p.2).
Situating my experience with disability in the context of my kinship network was the most challenging part of my memory work project. Partially because my condition is inherited, and partially because I have a profound sense of ownership over my recovery process. It has become as integral to my identity as the night I was removed from one home and brought into another, if not more. 
The point of collision for these two stories is in mine and my family’s ability to pick up the shattered pieces and make something new, something that fulfills. I see both the formation of my kinship network and my experience recovering from surgeries as stories of adaptation. 
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